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Vieau. They are coached by Bob McKenney
along with assistant coaches Lisa McKenney
and Charlie Falgiatano. These boys are a
source of pride to our community and should
be commended for their hard work and dedi-
cation.

——————

CELEBRATING GREECE’S 183RD
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, as a long time
supporter and member of the Hellenic Caucus,
| would like to recognize and congratulate the
people of Greece on their Independence Day,
which they celebrated last week. 183 years
ago, the Greek people won their freedom and
independence from the Ottoman Empire. This
is a great event, not only for Greece, but for
all countries because it represents and reaf-
firms our belief in self-determination and de-
mocracy.

Our nation is built on the principles of the
ancient Greek philosophers. Our founding fa-
thers looked to Greek political and philo-
sophical ideals while forming our nation. Years
later, we were able to return the favor when
the United States independence movement
helped fuel the strength of the Greek people
in seeking their own sovereignty from a for-
eign empire.

| am also proud to say that the Greek com-
munity is especially prominent in New York
State. We have the largest Greek Community
in the U.S. and we are home to the Orthodox
Archdiocese of America.

| am honored to join my colleagues in cele-
bration of this significant achievement in his-
tory and to congratulate the Greek people on
their independence day.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ARMY SPECIALIST
ADAM FROEHLICH

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Army Specialist Adam Froehlich
who was killed while serving our country in
Baqubah, Iraq on March 25, 2004. He was a
member of 2nd Platoon, Charlie Battery, 1st
Battalion, 6th Field Artillery, a part of the 1st
Infantry Division and stationed in Bamberg,
Germany.

Specialist Froehlich was a true patriot who,
deeply moved by the attacks of September
11th, joined the Army after graduating from
Overbrook High School in Pine Hill, New Jer-
sey. At Overbrook High School he was a var-
sity wrestler. After fulfilling his commitment to
the Army, Specialist Froehlich planned to use
the Gl bill to attend college and become a
gym teacher.

Specialist Froehlich’s love of his country
predated his enlistment in the Army. His deci-
sion to serve his country was a natural path
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for him to take. Even at his young age, he un-
derstood the connection between the freedom
that we all enjoy and the historical sacrifices of
those in uniform.

Specialist Froehlich is survived by his par-
ents Stephen and Rosemarie, his brothers
Steve and Jeff, his sister April and his grand-
father John, all of South Jersey. He will be laid
to rest with full military honors on Saturday
April 3, 2004 in Berlin, New Jersey.

| extend my deepest sympathy to the
Froehlich family and express my immense
gratitude for the heroic service of Specialist
Adam Froehlich.

—————

TRIBUTE TO CURTIS WILLIAMS,
SR.

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, a few days ago,
Curtis Williams, a great and patriotic Amer-
ican, passed away in Lenoir City, Tennessee.

Mr. Williams, or Curtis to almost everyone,
was a City Councilman in Lenoir City and a
former member of the Loudon County Com-
mission. He served on many boards and com-
mittees and worked with numerous civic and
charitable organizations. He loved people and
obviously wanted to help as many as he
could.

Curtis was not rich or famous, but much
more importantly, he was a kind and good
man. He loved his family first and his commu-
nity and his Country next, and this shone
through in everything he said and did.

This Nation is a better place today because
of the life Curtis Williams led, and | want to
commend and praise the work he did.

| want to also call to the attention of my col-
leagues and other readers of the RECORD the
article about Curtis that was published by the
Knoxville News Sentinel.

[From the Knoxville News Sentinel, Mar. 31,
2004]
COUNCILMAN’S DEATH LEAVES BIG HOLE IN LC
COMMUNITY
(By Ann Hinch)

Monday’s presentation of a $215,000 FEMA
grant at Lenoir City Fire Station No. 1
promises all the hallmarks of an event Cur-
tis Williams Sr. would’ve loved: his little
city and his firefighters benefiting from
much-needed federal funds, politics and old
friends.

Sadly, the famously cheerful councilman
will attend the April 5 presentation only in
memory. Williams, 77, died of congestive
heart failure at midnight March 15.

He’d been absent from most of the semi-
monthly council meetings in the months pre-
ceding his death, wanting to attend but ulti-
mately too ill and tired to do so. He would
have especially enjoyed Monday’s event, as
he was also the city’s fire commissioner and
helped snag the FEMA grant.

““He’d get ready to come to the meetings,
but at the last minute, he’d just be too
tired,”” daughter Debbie Cook explained.

Cook, one of Williams’ and wife Tiajaunia
“Ty’s” three children, said her father’s doc-
tor told the family in January that Williams
didn’t have long to live. In typical fashion,
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rather than mourn his mortality, she said
her father asked frankly about funeral plans,
regaled with old stories and made the most
of time with family during his last weeks.

“l remember telling him that last week-
end, how when | was growing up | remember
him always helping the ‘little man,” ** Cook
recalled, adding with a laugh, ‘“‘and he an-
swered, ‘Well, | was the little man!’

““He saw himself as a true public servant. If
someone called him asking for help to get a
job, or a place to live, or food, he’d help them
as much as he could.”

Williams served on the city council from
1997 until his death, but was hardly a polit-
ical neophyte. He spent 11 years on the
Loudon County Commission until a heart at-
tack forced him to leave in 1980 and also re-
tire from his job as assistant plant manager
with the local Charles H. Bacon Co. textile
plant.

Taking a break from political office didn’t
mean a break in politics. An avid Democrat
all his life, Williams volunteered for at least
six boards, not including the committees he
chaired and served on during his 18 years of
elected office. And he even counted the occa-
sional Republican among his political com-
rades, including Rep. JOHN J. DUNCAN Jr.,
and his father, the late Rep. John J. Duncan.

“It seemed almost every time me or my
dad came to Loudon County, we would see
him,” recalled Duncan, whose father began
campaigning for office there while the
younger Duncan was in high school. ““He was
a real strong supporter of both of us.”

“l think that he set a good example for
anyone in public office. He had a heart for
service and liked to help people.”

Duncan will make the grant presentation.

Loudon County Attorney Harvey Sproul
was county mayor while Williams served on
the commission. He recalls the projects they
worked on to modernize thle county, includ-
ing being one of the first Tennessee counties
to institute planning and zoning in 1972.

““He was supportive of trying to get things
done and trying to establish a foundation for
future county growth,” Sproul said. ‘““He was
almost unequaled in public service; he served
on so many boards, and was very progres-
sive.”

Duncan had the most contact with Wil-
liams through veterans’ organizations. Wil-
liams was proud of his three-year tour of
duty in the Navy during World War 11; Cook
said Williams was proud to serve his coun-
try, to the point of having his legal guard-
ians (he and his siblings were orphaned
young and lived with relatives) help him lie
about his age at 17 so he could join the Navy
in 1943.

“They didn’t ask for anything (age proof)
back then,” Cook said. ‘*“They just said, ‘Do
you want to fight?””” Williams helped storm
the beach at Normandy on D-Day and was a
gunner in the Pacific.

After the war, Williams returned to his job
at Bacon, where he’d worked since he was a
boy; he would work there 36 years. He mar-
ried his childhood sweetheart, earned his
GED, and attended classes at the University
of Tennessee not toward a degree, but simply
to learn more. Two of his three children—
Cook and Curtis Williams Jr.—followed him
into local politics (daughter Bernita Gamble
did not). He left behind a large family, in-
cluding seven grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

He also left a hole on the city council,
where his term would have ended next April.
Mayor Matt Brookshire, who is now respon-
sible for appointing the position, said, ‘“His
presence here was missed for a long time,
and he’ll continue to be missed. He did enjoy
(his work).”
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IN HONOR OF MATTIE RHODES
CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF
SERVICE IN 2004

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor an agency that has sup-
ported Kansas City area children, families and
communities for 110 vyears. The Mattie
Rhodes Center provides social services, men-
tal health counseling and provides emerging
artists a venue for their work.

The center is named for Mattie Rhodes, a
young woman who worked for the less fortu-
nate with a group of Sunday school friends
call the Little Gleaners. In 1890, at the age of
19 she died of typhoid fever. Mattie left $500
to be used for the benefit of children. The Lit-
tle Gleaners honored her wish and founded
the Mattie Rhodes Memorial Society in 1894
with this pledge: “I promise to do all | can to
help the needy and suffering by working for
them, learning about them, giving for them,
and trying to interest others in them.”

That pledge made 110 years ago remains a
reality today. The mission of the Mattie
Rhodes Center is to “strengthen children, fam-
ilies and community by providing social serv-
ices, mental health counseling and art experi-
ences in a bilingual, culturally sensitive envi-
ronment.” Mattie Rhodes offers services such
as individual and family counseling, Hispanic
mental health programs, job readiness and
placement and educational experiences for
children. More than 650 individuals and fami-
lies access family services each year through
the Mattie Rhodes Center. The majority are of
Mexican descent and are recent immigrants
who speak little or no English. Each year more
than 1,700 children benefit from mentoring
programs, youth support groups and arts edu-
cation geared to youth from the suburbs and
Kansas City’s urban core. The Mattie Rhodes
Art Center continues to be a place where chil-
dren can have fun, learn about, appreciate
and create art. In 1999, the Mattie Rhodes
Center reached out to Hispanic artists and art
patrons by establishing the Mattie Rhodes Art
Gallery. It provides a unique experience for
Latino artists to display their work, and for the
community to view and appreciate. The exhib-
its educate children and the public about the
importance of Latino arts in the West Side
community and the greater metropolitan area.

Area daycare centers, elementary and high
schools, community organizations and individ-
uals constitute the broad based sector
reached by Mattie Rhodes Center programs.
These groups include Garcia School, McCoy
School, Northeast High School, Rose Brooks
Domestic Violence Shelter, Hand-In-Hand and
the Missouri Division of Family Services, His-
panic artists and patrons.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the
Mattie Rhodes Center in Kansas City, Missouri
for its 110 years of outstanding service. | con-
gratulate this excellent organization in con-
junction with The Mattie Rhodes Art of the
Mask Auction on April 3, 2004. The auction
has grown from a children’s art center project
into a community celebration. This year's auc-
tion will be the twelfth in Mattie Rhodes Cen-
ter’s history. | am proud to have contributed by
creating a clay mask for the event.
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Ms. Mattie Rhodes would have been proud
of these accomplishments. Eleven decades
after her wish, the Mattie Rhodes Center con-
tinues to care for those less fortunate by pro-
viding programs that help children and families
become more self reliant, confident, creative
and productive members of their communities.
From the humble beginnings of a committed
young girl's dying wish to her name sake
agency that now serves thousands of Kansas
Citians, the Mattie Rhodes Center is keeping
her promise alive and making a dramatic dif-
ference in the lives of the less fortunate.

———————

REIMBURSING MEMBERS OF
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
FOR CERTAIN TRANSPORTATION
EXPENSES

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 30, 2004

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of Senate bill 2057, a bill
to reimburse members of the Armed Forces
for certain travel expenses incurred while on
leave before the Central Command Rest and
Recuperation Leave Program was expanded
to include domestic travel.

This bill, which recently passed the Senate,
directs the Secretary of Defense to reimburse
members of the Armed Forces for transpor-
tation expenses for up to one domestic round
trip that was taken between September 25
and December 18, 2003.

Mr. Speaker, the past few years have been
a difficult and strenuous time for the brave and
dedicated men and women of our Armed
Forces. Our soldiers are tasked in missions
across the globe, from Iraq and Afghanistan to
South Korea and the Philippines. Many of
these missions involve combat or other ex-
treme hardships.

In addition to being kept apart for months at
a time, military families have to cope with ris-
ing health care costs and uncertainties about
the future. Deployment orders for reservists
and the National Guard are increasing, and
stop-loss measures have been put in place for
enlisted personnel who thought they were on
the verge of going home. Tens of thousands
of military families lack adequate housing and
affordable medical care, and Democratic ef-
forts to increase family separation and danger
pay have been defeated by Republicans in
this body.

Each deployment period, soldiers only re-
ceive a brief period of leave to reunite with
their families and enjoy respite from the haz-
ards of serving abroad. That soldiers, in some
instances, should have had to pay for their
own transportation costs while on leave is
most unfortunate.

Mr. Speaker, it is reasonable for Congress
to demonstrate its gratitude to the men and
women of the Armed Forces by ensuring that
they do not have to pay out of pocket for trav-
el expenses incurred while transitioning from
the difficulties of deployment to the welcoming
arms of their families at home.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.
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BACK OUR VETERANS HEALTH

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 31, 2004

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, since the creation
of the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA)
health system, the Nation’s doctors of chiro-
practic (DCs) have been kept outside the sys-
tem and all but prevented from providing prov-
en, cost-effective and much-needed care to
veterans, including those among the most vul-
nerable and in need of the range of health
care services DCs are licensed to provide. In
2002, 4.5 million patients received care in
DVA health facilities, including 75 percent of
all disabled and low-income veterans. Al-
though the DVA health care budget is roughly
$26 billion, in 2002, less than $370,000 went
toward chiropractic services for veterans.

| am proud to introduce legislation—H.R.
4051, the Better Access to Chiropractors to
Keep Our Veterans Healthy Act (BACK Our
Veterans Health Act)—that is designed to pro-
vide veterans with direct access to a doctor of
chiropractic, if that is their choice, through the
veterans health care system. In developing
this bill, | have worked closely with chiropractic
patients, particularly our veterans, who know
the benefits of chiropractic care and bear wit-
ness to the positive outcomes and preventa-
tive health benefits of chiropractic care. | was
also pleased to work with the American Chiro-
practic Association (ACA), the Nation’s largest
chiropractic organization and the national
voice of doctors of chiropractic and their pa-
tients. 1 am told by the ACA that there are
more than 60,000 doctors of chiropractic and
in excess of 25 million chiropractic patients
across America.

Specifically, my bill seeks to amend title 38
of the United States Code to permit eligible
veterans to have direct access to chiropractic
care at Department of Veterans Affairs hos-
pitals and clinics. Section 3 of the measure
states that “The Secretary [of Veterans Affairs]
shall permit eligible veterans to receive need-
ed [health care] services, rehabilitative serv-
ices, and preventative health services from a
licensed doctor of chiropractic on a direct ac-
cess basis at the election of the eligible vet-
eran, if such services are within the State
scope of practice of such doctor of chiro-
practic.” The measure goes on to directly pro-
hibit discrimination among licensed health care
providers by the DVA when determining which
services a patient needs.

Over the years, Mr. Speaker, representa-
tives of the Department of Veterans Affairs
have come before the House Veterans Affairs
Committee, a panel on which | serve, and
have insisted that chiropractic benefits are
available to veterans and that no bias exists
within the DVA against the chiropractic profes-
sion. But the facts | cited above speak other-
wise. For all practical purposes, access to
chiropractic care has been nonexistent within
the DVA system. Chiropractic care has so sel-
dom been offered to veterans that it can be
fairly said to be a phantom benefit—and for
years, Mr. Speaker, the DVA has done noth-
ing to correct this deficiency. There is simply
no evidence that the DVA has ever acted
proactively in any meaningful and substantive
way to ensure that chiropractic care is made
available to veterans—and because of that
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